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RUSSIAN LEADERS EXAMINE U.S. EDUCATION IN MISSOULA
MISSOULA Seventeen Russian education leaders are spending much of October in Missoula
examining effective high school teaching strategies and curricula. While in Montana the
teachers will visit many branches of Missoula County Public Schools and receive hands-on
practice developing coursework and incorporating lesson plans.
International Programs and the School of Education’s Division of Educational Research
and Service at The University of Montana are administering the project, designing the schedule
of activities, and facilitating many of the sessions and experiences.
The Russians are participating in the Teachers to Teachers: Language, Technology,
Math and Science Exchange (LTMS). A program o f the Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs in the U.S. Department of State, LTMS is administered by the American Councils for
International Education and supported by the Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian
Federation.
LTMS rewards Russian educators with concentrated professional development and
short-term internships. It gives educators the opportunity to collaborate with their U.S.
-more-
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counterparts to develop new teaching methods, create or expand materials and curricula, and
prepare professional development workshops for colleagues in their home country.
The teachers were welcomed to UM Oct. 4 at an opening reception attended by
Montana Gov. Brian Schweitzer.
“Montana students always rank well nationally in terms of their science and math
skills,” said Richard van den Pol, co-administrator of the project for the School of Education.
“Our high schools are proud to share this success with the visiting teachers.”
The LTMS program is the second partnership between the American Councils for
International Education and UM. Mehrdad Kia, associate provost of International Programs, is
pleased with the ongoing collaboration.
“It is a pleasure to work with these teachers,” said Kia, another co-administrator of the
project. “UM has a long tradition of successful, long-term bilateral exchange programs, and I
am confident the quality of our high school education system and the famous Montana
hospitality will make this a memorable trip for our Russian friends.”
For more information, call Brian Lofink at 406-243-2299 or Ben Dunbar at 202-8337522. More information about LTMS is online at http://www.americancouncils.org.
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